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CODES/REFERENCES  

P.L. 110-351 (Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008) 
Title IV-E of the Social Security Act, Section 471(a)(10) 
 

REQUIREMENTS 

The Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) shall allow waivers of non-safety 
standards in relative foster family homes for specific children in care on a case-by-case basis.  
Relative foster parents must have the protective capacity to meet the safety and well-being 
needs of each child in their care. Waiver approval must be granted by the State Foster Care 
Services Director or Designee and be documented in the Statewide Automated Child Welfare 
Information System (Georgia SHINES).  
 
DFCS shall not waive standards related to safety (see policy 14.1 Resource Development: 
Safety and Quality Standards for details regarding approval standards). 
 
DFCS shall review and document the continuing appropriateness of a waiver during the annual 
reevaluation of the relative foster family home. 
 

PROCEDURES 

The County Resource Development (RD) team will: 
1. Determine the need for the waiver of any non-safety standard and how the safety and 

well-being of the child(ren) will be maintained if a waiver is granted; 
2. Submit a waiver request to the State Foster Care Services Director’s office via the state 

waiver mailbox: dfcs-waivers@dhs.ga.gov;   
3. Notify the applicant once a final decision has been made whether or not to approve their 

home; 
4. Document any waiver of Safety and Quality Standards on the Contact Detail page in 

Georgia SHINES; and 
5. Upload the waiver in External Documents in Georgia SHINES. 

 
The State Foster Care Services Director or Designee will: 

1. Review the waiver request, the Family Evaluation, and all applicable documentation; and 
2. Approve or disapprove a waiver request within five business days of receipt. 
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PRACTICE GUIDANCE 

Relative Family foster home 
A relative family foster home is an approved family foster home that provides placement for 
children related to the foster parents by blood, marriage, or adoption. These caregivers go 
through the same approval process as regular family foster homes, including IMPACT FCP 
Information Session, all the required home assessments, safety and background checks, drug 
screening, and training. Like other family foster homes, they receive foster care per diem 
reimbursement for the care of a child in the legal custody of the DFCS.   
 
Non-Safety Approval Standards  
Examples of non‐safety standards which may be considered for a waiver include: 

1. Income: Consider flexibility regarding the income verification process. Assess how the 
relative is currently maintaining sufficiency. For example, if they are showing an income 
deficit, ask them about other resources to meet the family needs (e.g., a grandmother or 
other relative who lives in or out of the home who helps out financially)   

2. Age: If the relative is less than 10 years older than the child or unmarried, assess their 
ability to provide a stable home for the child or children. Consider their maturity level, 
stability (housing, income history, etc.), support system, reliability and motivation. 
Consider the specific needs of the child(ren) being considered for placement and whether 
the relative is a viable option for permanency. 

3. Standards for appropriate utilization of the home: Consider flexibility for potential relative 
foster parents who may have limited living space which could result in situations such as 
rooms other than bedrooms being used as sleeping spaces, a child over the age of one 
sharing a bedroom with an adult, or more than three children sharing a room. The 
circumstances of each of these situations must be carefully assessed considering the 
background and history of the particular children involved. If the County Department 
determines that such situations can be safely managed, the home can be approved. 

 
Requests for Waivers 
Requests for waivers of Safety and Quality Standards must be considered on an individual case-
by-case basis and should indicate its applicability to a specific relative child or relative sibling 
group. Waivers must only be considered for relatives. No waiver may be approved for fictive kin 
or non‐relatives.  

 
Post-waiver Monitoring 
After a waiver of an approval standard has been granted, the RD team must ensure the ongoing 
monitoring of the home addresses the standard that was waived. This is to ensure no child’s 
safety or well-being is adversely affected and to assess the continued appropriateness of the 
waiver.  
 
IV-E Eligibility 
A relative foster home for which a non-safety approval standard is waived will be considered to 
have full approval status, as long as it satisfies all other approval requirements. Consequently, 
IV-E eligible placements may be reimbursable through Title IV‐E. 

 

FORMS AND TOOLS 

N/A 


