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CODES/REFERENCES 
Title IV-E of the Social Security Act Section 471(a) (11) 

45 CFR Part 1356.21 (m) (1) & (2)

REQUIREMENTS
The Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) shall review at reasonable, specific, time-limited periods established by the State:

1. The amount of the payment made for foster care maintenance and adoption assistance to assure their continued appropriateness; and

2. The licensing or approval standards for child care institutions (CCI) and family foster homes.
PROCEDURES
Review of Payments

The Director of Administration and Finance in conjunction with the Foster Care Services Director will:
1. Conduct a review of the existing foster care maintenance and adoption assistance payment amounts to assess their continued appropriateness. 

a. The review will occur every two years in even numbered years.
b. The review will include a recommendation regarding whether or not to make any changes.

2. Submit the recommendation from the review to the DFCS Division Director by June 30th for consideration.
The DFCS Division Director will:

1. Review any recommendation for change(s) and decide whether to accept the recommendation.

2. Decide whether or not to include the recommended change(s) in the DFCS budget request submitted to the Governor for the subsequent State Fiscal Year.

NOTE: Any changes to the foster care maintenance and adoption assistance payment amounts require the approval of the Governor and the State Legislature.
Review of approval standards 

The Foster Care Services Director will:

1. Conduct a review of the existing approval standards for CCIs and family foster homes to assess their continued appropriateness.
a. The review will occur every two years in even numbered years.

b. The review will include a recommendation regarding whether or not to make any changes.

2. Collaborate with the DFCS Child Welfare Policy Development Unit to develop a written policy that reflects any recommended change(s) to the approval standards.

3. Submit any proposed changes to the approval standards to the DFCS Division Director for approval.
The DFCS Division Director will:

1. Review any recommendation for change(s) to the approval standards.
2. Decide whether to approve incorporating the recommended change(s) into the Child Welfare Social Services Policy.
PRACTICE GUIDANCE

NA
FORMS AND TOOLS
NA
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