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CODES/REFERENCES 
O.C.G.A. § 49-5-8
O.C.G.A. § 49-2-6
Title IV-E of the Social Security Act, Sections 471(a)(2), 471(a)(3), 471(a)(4), and 471(a)(32)
45 CFR 1355.30

REQUIREMENTS 
The Georgia Department of Human Services (DHS)/Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) is authorized through state law to provide child welfare services to children and families through its child welfare programs to prevent child abuse and neglect and to ensure the safety, permanency and well-being of children.  
Child Welfare Services

DFCS has been designated to administer or supervise the administration of the programs under the Title IV-E plan. DFCS is also the agency that administers or supervises the administration of the Child Welfare Services Plan under subpart 1 of Title IV-B of the Social Security Act.

DFCS must comply with all of the requirements of applicable federal and state regulations. Child welfare services are operated and funded in conjunction with state and federal laws.
Georgia’s child welfare services include Intake, Investigation, Family Support, Family Preservation and Permanency Services (Foster Care and Adoption). Child welfare services are administered centrally by the State Office, and comprise of 15 regional offices and 159 county offices under the direction of the state’s Division Director. Georgia’s Title IV-E plan for foster care and adoption assistance is in effect statewide, in all political subdivisions and tribal service areas. 
NOTE: Georgia has opted out of the Title IV-E guardianship assistance program.  

Section 471(a)(4) of the Social Security Act requires coordination of the Title IV-E program at the local level with the programs at the state or local level assisted under Titles IV-A, IV-B and XX of the Act under all appropriate provisions of federal law.  As the state Title IV-E agency, DHS/DFCS State Office coordinates service delivery at the local level in all counties. DFCS coordinates the delivery of Title IV-E child welfare services with other program areas or departments administering Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Medicaid, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Social Services Block Grant, and other federal entitlement programs. Programs and services of other Divisions within the Department of Human Services (DHS) may also be available to families and children served by DFCS. Services are also provided through contracts and referrals with various public and community based organizations. 
DFCS shall negotiate in good faith with any Indian tribe, tribal organization or tribal consortium in Georgia that requests to develop an agreement with DFCS to administer all or part of the program on behalf of Indian children who are under the authority of the tribe, organization, or consortium. This includes foster care maintenance payments on behalf of children who are placed in a DFCS, private provider approved by DFCS or tribally licensed foster family homes, and adoption assistance payments. DFCS has opted out of the federal kinship guardianship assistance program. DFCS will ensure tribal access to resources for administration, training, and data collection as defined under Title IV-E. 
PROCEDURES
N/A

PRACTICE GUIDANCE
N/A

FORMS AND TOOLS 
N/A 
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