[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image1.jpg]                              


	Critical Action
	Timeframe

	Comprehensive Child and Family Assessment
	Referral initiated after the Preliminary Protective hearing.

	
	

	Initial Case Plan    
	Completed and submitted to the court within 30 days of removal; may be required sooner if the Disposition hearing is held sooner.         

	
	

	Diligent Search
	Documented and filed with the court within 30 days of removal.                   

	
	

	Periodic Judicial Reviews
	Initial Review held by the court within 75 days of the child’s removal; A 
A subsequent periodic review should occur within 4 months of the initial 
Review and may be held by the Judicial Citizen Review Panel (JCRP).

Additional reviews may be scheduled at the courts discretion. Permanency 

Hearings will now be held every six months after the initial Permanency

Hearing.                    

	
	

	                        Temporary Custody
No longer than 12 months from the date of removal, with a single 12-month extension possible


	Remains in effect until modified or terminated by the court.

	
	

	                      Permanency Hearing(s)
Held within 30 days of the filing of a Non-Reunification Plan or no later than 12 months of removal (whichever occurs first).  Thereafter, every 12 months as long as the child remains in care


	Permanency plan hearings must be conducted by the court and shall be held:

1. No later than thirty (30) days after DFCS submits a non-reunification case plan to the court; or

2. For children under seven (7) years of age at the time a petition for dependency is filed, no later than nine months after the child enters foster care;

3. For children seven (7) years of age and older at the time a petition for dependency is filed, no later than twelve (12) months after the child enters foster care.  

NOTE: For siblings removed at the same time and in which at least one child is under seven (7) years of age at the time the dependency petition is filed, the permanency plan hearing shall be held no later than nine months after the children entered foster care.

A permanency plan hearing should be held at least every six (6) months after the initial permanency plan hearing, as long as the child remains in care or more frequently as deemed necessary by the court until the court determines that such child’s permanency plan and goal have been achieved.



	
	

	Mandated Filing of TPR Petition
	Filed for children in care 15 out of the most recent 22 months. This is

a cumulative count from the date of removal. Periods of time when the

child is not in foster care (e.g., runaway episodes, trial placements at

home, etc) are not counted.  NOTE: If it is not in the best interest of

the child for rights to be terminated, then a “compelling reason” must

be documented in the Case Plan


