Safety Factors/Signs of Present Danger

1) A child has received serious, inflicted, physical harm.

2) A caretaker has not, cannot, or will not protect the child from potential serious harm, including harm from other persons having familial access to the child.

3) A caretaker or other person having access to the child has made a credible threat which would result in serious harm to the child.

4) The behavior of any member of the family, or other person having access to the child, is violent and/or out of control.

5) Acts of family violence pose an immediate and serious physical and/or emotional danger to the child.

6) Drug and/or alcohol use by any member of the family, or other person having access to the child, suggests that the child is in immediate danger of serious harm.

7) Behavior(s) of any member of the family, or any person having access to the child, is symptomatic of mental or physical illness or disability that suggests the child is in immediate danger of serious harm.

8) A caretaker is unwilling or unable to meet the child’s immediate needs for sufficient supervision, food, clothing, and/or shelter to protect child from immediate danger of serious harm.

9) Household environmental hazards suggest that the child is in immediate danger of serious harm.

10) Any member of the family, or other person having access to the child, describes or acts toward the child in predominantly or extremely negative terms and/or has extremely unrealistic expectations of the child.

11) The family refuses access to the child or there is reason to believe the family will flee.

12) A caretaker has an unconvincing or insufficient explanation for the child’s serious injury or physical condition. 

13) A caretaker is unwilling or unable to meet the child’s immediate and serious physical or mental health needs.

14) Child sexual abuse/sexual exploitation is suspected and circumstances suggest that child may be in immediate danger of serious harm.

15) Other
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