The Sample Family
Mary Sample – Mother – age 25

Mark Case – Father (of John, Annie) – age unknown

Maggie Sample – Daughter– age 10

John Sample – Son – age 4

Annie Sample – Daughter – 2-days-old

Helen – Mary’s Mother

Rita – Mary’s Sister

Background Information:

On 12/18/07, a report was received from Helen Sample, mother of Mary Sample, alleging that Mary had left her two children, Maggie (age 8) and John (age 2) alone.  She received a call from her granddaughter, Maggie, who reported that her mother said she was going to the store and would be back shortly.  Several hours passed and Mary had not returned so Maggie went to a neighbor’s home and called her grandmother, Helen.  Helen went to her daughter’s apartment to take care of Maggie and John.  Helen had no way to locate Mary.  She suspected Mary was on a “binge” as she has had chronic problems with alcohol and cocaine.  Helen stayed with the children until Mary returned five hours later.

The caseworker’s initial investigation revealed that Mary had a history of periodic drug abuse, including leaving her children with her mother, Helen, with little or no planning.  The caseworker’s interview with Mary revealed that Mary was out “partying” which was why she left the children alone. The safety plan was for the children to live with their grandmother, Helen Sample.  The case was transferred for ongoing, in-home supportive services.  Mary attended drug treatment and had weekly drug tests.  She had five months of clean drug tests and was regularly attending appointments with the substance abuse counselor. The children returned to live with their mother, Mary, in May 2008 and the safety plan was discontinued.  Shortly thereafter, services were discontinued.  The children reported that they had not been left home alone since the time they went to stay with their grandmother.  Their mother has always arranged for their grandmother to care for them when she goes out.  The case was closed in 6/08.

Sample Family Assessment/Investigation

First Report Received:

	Name
	Age
	Sex
	Relationship to Mother

	Mary Sample
	25
	F
	Self

	Maggie Sample
	10
	F
	Daughter

	John Sample
	4
	M
	Son

	Annie Sample
	2 days
	F
	Daughter


On 5/29/09, a report was received from Dr. Roberts at the local hospital.  He reported that a two-day-old infant, Annie Sample, was born with a positive toxicology for cocaine and poor APGARS.  The newborn was feeding poorly, weighed four (4) pounds, and had difficulty breathing at the time of birth.  The infant also appeared to be having withdrawal symptoms from cocaine.

The hospital indicated that the mother was very concerned for her daughter but stated that she does not have enough supplies ready for her at home.  The mother said, “I didn’t expect her to come early.  I thought I had time to get everything before she was born.”  The doctor also stated that Mary needed to attend a special training to care for Annie and her special needs, specifically to learn how to feed using special techniques to stimulate proper sucking reflexes, to properly “bind” the infant, and to handle other symptoms of cocaine withdrawal.  However, Dr. Roberts reported that Mary became belligerent and hostile and refused to attend. It was reported that Mary said,” You people treat me like an idiot!  Don’t you think I know how to take care of my baby?”  Dr. Roberts advised that Annie will remain in the hospital for the next four (4) days, and her condition should stabilize.

Report Initiation:

The caseworker reviewed the initial intake report and the record on the previous report.  The caseworker went to the hospital and spoke to the social worker and received the following information:  Mary left for home one-half hour ago, agreeing to leave her newborn at the hospital.  The social worker stated that Mary is still angry, feeling that the medical staff was saying she was a bad mother.  She stated that Mary knows that the hospital reported her to Children Services and she said, “The next thing I know, those people will be coming around saying I abuse my baby.  Well, I don’t; and I am coming back for her once she is OK!  I love my baby!”  The caseworker went to the neo-natal intensive care unit and observed Annie, who was sleeping at the time, wrapped tightly in a blanket, and was attached to several different monitors.
Initiation/Home Visit:

The caseworker made a home visit to the Sample home.  The caseworker introduced herself and stated the nature of the report.  The caseworker then asked if she may enter the residence to discuss it further and Mary agreed.  Upon entering the residence, the caseworker sat on the couch and further shared with Mary the specifics of the report, and that she had been named as the alleged perpetrator.  The caseworker identified the steps and activities of the assessment and investigation process including viewing the home, interviewing all children, assessing their living conditions and collateral contacts, as appropriate.  The caseworker then asked Mary to provide a tour of her apartment.  The home environment was messy.  There was clutter around the home and dirty clothes scattered throughout the bedrooms and hallways.  Several days of dirty dishes were scattered throughout the kitchen.  There were canned goods in the cabinet. The refrigerator was dirty and only contained a half gallon of milk.  The garbage can was overflowing.  The caseworker did not observe the home to contain a crib, baby bottles, formula, clothing, blankets, diapers, or other necessities for a newborn.  The caseworker asked Ms. Sample’s permission to interview Maggie and John individually.
Interview with Maggie:

Maggie stated that her mother yells at them, but does not hit them when she is mad.  Maggie stated that she and her brother fight a lot and this makes her mother angry.  Maggie states that her mother makes her do a lot of work around the house, including cooking some dinners.  She makes her watch her brother, while she lies in bed in the morning sleeping.  She further informed the caseworker that her mother has not left her home alone and her mom has her grandma, Helen, or her aunt, Rita, stay with them before her mother leaves the house.  Maggie was able to identify the areas of her body and denied any bad touches. Maggie thinks that Mom is very “stressed out” because of the new baby.
Interview with John:

John stated that his mother sends him to his room or yells at him when he is bad.  He stated that Maggie watches him a lot while mommy is in her bedroom.  Maggie will help find food when he is hungry.  He said that Daddy (Mark) does not live with them right now.  He doesn’t like it when he comes over to the house because he and his mommy yell.  John identified all of his body parts including his private area and denied bad touches.

Interview with Mary:

Mary stated that she has not done anything to hurt any of her children, including Annie.  She admits that she feels overwhelmed with parenting from time to time and wishes she had more help. Mary denied that she used cocaine during her pregnancy.  She did admit that she has used cocaine in the past and received substance abuse treatment.  Mary denied that she has any mental or physical illness.  She stated that she is willing to protect her children and thinks that she is able to do so. She stated that with help for her and the new baby, everything will be fine.
Mary stated that she assigns her children chores.  She stated she only left her kids home alone once several years ago and she understands and explained how they are not old enough to care for themselves.  Mary admitted that she is still involved with Mark Case, the father of Annie and John.  However, she stated that he is rarely around and does not live in the home.  He does not assume any responsibilities in the care of his children and has not gone to the hospital to see Annie.  Mary reported that they had a fight just before Annie’s birth and Mary has not seen him since and does not know where he is.  She denies that Mark has ever hit her or the children.  Mary shared that sometimes they argue with each other, but that occurs in every relationship.  The caseworker asked if there was any way to contact Mark.  Mary provided the caseworker with a phone number, but stated that she isn’t sure if he is staying there.  Mary advised that Mark stays with different friends frequently and does not know an exact address.

Mary acknowledged that she is aware that there isn’t a lot of food in the house, but it is toward the end of the month and they ration the food stamps to get through the end of the month.  She explained that she was going to get money from her mom and buy a few groceries to get through the next couple of days, but she went into labor and had to go to the hospital.  Mary stated that she has contacted her mother and she is bringing some money over today so that she can purchase food. Mary explained that she went into labor earlier than she expected and that is why she does not have everything ready for Annie to come home and the baby items are at her sister’s apartment.  The caseworker then inquired about the dirty dishes and trash in the kitchen.  Mary replied that she has been resting a lot and the dishes are Maggie’s job and sometimes Maggie doesn’t do her chores.
In discussing Annie’s birth and condition, Mary stated she wants to take care of her baby, but that the people in the hospital do not think she can do it.  Mary became angry talking about this.  She did not think she did anything wrong to Annie even though the hospital is stating that her baby has medical problems because Annie has cocaine in her system.  Mary stated that the test results are wrong and denied that she used cocaine while pregnant.
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