The Sample Family - Reunification/Closure

The children had been removed after Mary and Mark Sample had let Maggie, John, and Annie home alone for an extended period of time while they went out overnight on a cocaine binge. Both had a history of drug use and unrealistic expectations of the children.

Since they started treatment eight months ago, Mary and Mark have been successfully complying with their substance abuse program. Random urine screen results have been consistently negative for substance use. Mary and Mark have been compliant with the court ordered case plan. No other safety threats have occurred since the children were placed in their foster home.

Mary and Mark have participated in weekly in-home and out-of-home visits with their children and, during these visits, they have demonstrated parenting techniques learned in parent education classes. The parents now assign Maggie age-appropriate tasks and provide appropriate discipline during visits. They acknowledge that Maggie cannot be left home alone to care for John and Annie.

Maggie and John have stated that they want to go home to their mom and dad. They do not express concerns about returning home. During visitations, the parents have demonstrated patience and have been attentive to the needs of their children. Annie is non-verbal due to her age. However, during visits, Annie appears to have bonded with her parents, as evidenced by smiling when her parents arrive and wanting to be held by both of them. John’s acting-out behaviors have diminished to some degree and Annie’s health status has improved, although she remains in need of vigilant monitoring and consistent feeding.

Mary, Mark, Maggie, and John state that they look forward to the visits, and they have a good time. Mark and Mary have assigned age-appropriate tasks to the children during visits and the play has been age appropriate. Mark and Mary state that they want their children to come home now and the children agree. They have both demonstrated, through compliance with their case plan, a willingness to make changes to ensure the safety of their children. 
The parents have acknowledged that leaving the children alone was exposing them to potentially serious harm. They have prepared for the children’s eventual return by providing clothes, food, and a clean home. The children have beds that are ready for their return. 

The parents have stated that they will schedule appointments with the agency for food stamps and WIC for formula and nutritional foods upon the children’s return. Mark is working full-time now. The maternal grandmother, Helen Sample, and Mary’s sister, Rita, are now supportive of a reunification plan and they have stated that they will be a resource for the family as long as there is no drug usage. They have stated that they will assist with babysitting when needed.

Mark and Mary have begun weekend unsupervised visitations with the children at their home. They both are using alternative coping skills when stress builds. They have verbalized a plan to seek support from their drug prevention sponsors and/or Helen or Rita if they become stressed with parenting the children. The parents have also stated the aftercare substance abuse treatment program offers them support and strategies to cope. Discussions of eventual return of their children have come up during home visits.
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